
 
 

1. What did Ansys announce today? 

Ansys announced the acquisition of Engineering Simulation and Scientific Software Rocky DEM, S.L. 

(“Rocky”), which was operated by Ansys’ long-time channel partner in South America, Engineering 

Simulation and Scientific Software (“ESSS”).  With this acquisition, Ansys adds Rocky DEM, the leading 

discrete element method (DEM) tool, and a skilled team of developers, application support technicians 

and customer-facing staff in Brazil, Spain and the United States.  

 

With specific strengths in GPU processing, Rocky enables users to model a wide variety of cross-industry 

applications that involve bulk material movement problems which are not as well suited for pure 

structural or fluids simulation. 

 

Rocky has been offered by Ansys for several years as a partner product (Ansys Rocky) and is already 

integrated with Ansys software. However, this acquisition will drive deeper integration and bring the 

future roadmap of Rocky more closely in-line with Ansys. 

 

2. What does Rocky DEM do? 

Rocky is a leading DEM software package. The tool offers a rich set of features and capabilities for 

modeling all manners of bulk material movement, which is valuable across a wide range of industries. 

For example, Rocky could be used to simulate a dump truck tipping out a truckload of pebbles, a vacuum 

cleaner sucking up dirt particles, or a pharmaceutical company processing large batches of tablets, etc. 

 

3. Why is this significant? 

Ansys customers are frequently confronted with physics problems involving movement of bulk material. 

These problems can often be solved with structural mechanics and/or fluid dynamics simulations, but 

often at exorbitant computational costs. DEM takes a unique computational approach, allowing a 

drastically more efficient solution to such problems. With Rocky, a wide variety of problems across 

virtually all industries can be solved in reasonable timeframes. 

 

4. Who is Ansys Rocky used by? 

Ansys Rocky, and ESSS’ equivalent standalone offering, is used by companies around the world, across 

all industries. Rocky, with its wide range of capabilities and leading strengths in GPU processing, is the 

leading DEM technology available on the market. 

 

5. Why is this acquisition important? 

This acquisition will ensure that Ansys customers have long-term, uninterrupted access to powerful DEM 

technology that will be deeply integrated with other Ansys solutions to solve a unique set of physics 

problems. Incorporating Rocky into the Ansys portfolio will also facilitate long-term synergies in the 

Ansys technology portfolio that would not otherwise be possible, such as inclusion of Rocky into the 

PyAnsys framework. 

 

6. Where is Rocky based? 

Florianopolis, Brazil 



 
 

7. How many people does Rocky employ? 

Approximately 30. 

 

8. How will Rocky fit into the overall structure at Ansys? 

The Rocky development team will be integrated into Ansys’ existing product development organization.  

As with past acquisitions, leaders from both companies will work collaboratively to plan and carry out 

integration activities, leveraging each individual company’s strengths for the benefit of the combined 

organization.  

 

Forward-Looking Information 

Forward-Looking Information This information contains certain forward-looking statements within the 

meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 with respect to the acquisition, including 

statements regarding the benefits of the acquisition and the products and markets of each company. 

These forward-looking statements generally are identified by the words "believe," "project," "expect," 

"anticipate," "estimate," "intend," "future," "opportunity," "plan," "may," "should," "will," "would," and 

similar expressions. Forward-looking statements are predictions, projections and other statements 

about future events that are based on current expectations and assumptions and, as a result, are subject 

to risks and uncertainties. Many factors could cause actual future events to differ materially from the 

forward-looking statements including but not limited to: (i) the risk that the acquisition may not be 

completed in a timely manner or at all; (ii) the failure to satisfy the conditions to the consummation of 

the acquisition; (iii) risks that the proposed transaction disrupts current plans and operations of Rocky 

and potential difficulties in Rocky’s employee retention as a result of the transaction; (iv) the occurrence 

of any event, change or other circumstance that could give rise to the termination of the acquisition 

agreement; (v) risks related to diverting management’s attention from Rocky’s ongoing business 

operations; (vi) the ability of Ansys to successfully integrate Rocky’s operations, product lines, and 

technology; (vii) the ability of Ansys to implement its plans, forecasts, and other expectations with 

respect to Rocky’s business after the completion of the acquisition and realize additional opportunities 

for growth and innovation; and (viii) adverse changes in the economic and political conditions in the 

regions in which Ansys and Rocky operate. In addition, please refer to the documents that Ansys files 

with the SEC on Forms 10-K, 10-Q and 8-K. These filings identify and address other important risks and 

uncertainties that could cause events and results to differ materially from those contained in the 

forward-looking statements set forth herein. Forward-looking statements speak only as of the date they 

are made. Readers are cautioned not to put undue reliance on forward-looking statements, and Ansys 

assumes no obligation to update or revise these forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new 

information, future events, or otherwise. Ansys and any and all ANSYS, Inc. brand, product, service and 

feature names, logos and slogans are registered trademarks or trademarks of ANSYS, Inc. or its 

subsidiaries in the United States or other countries. All other brand, product, service and feature names 

or trademarks are the property of their respective owners 

 


